
 

Functional Skills English 
LEVEL 1 READING | MINI TEST 1 

 

This mini test will assess the following coverage and range points: 

• 11 - Identify meanings in texts and distinguish between fact and opinion 

• 13 - Use reference materials and appropriate strategies (e.g. using knowledge of 

different word types) for a range of purposes, including to find the meaning of 

words 

• 16 - Recognise vocabulary typically associated with specific types and purposes 

of texts (e.g. formal, informal, instructional, descriptive, explanatory and 

persuasive) 

• 18 - Use knowledge of punctuation to aid understanding of straightforward texts 

 

  



 
 

 
 

  



 

1. You may use a dictionary to answer this question. 

‘Then ‘Three for the Price of Two’ might become a less attractive offer.’ 

a) Give one word or phrase to replace ‘attractive’ that keeps the meaning of this 

quotation the same. 

.................................................................................................................................................... (1) 

‘Most of us are easily taken in when we think we are getting a bargain.’ 

b) Give one word or phrase to replace ‘bargain’ that keeps the meaning of this 

quotation the same. 

.................................................................................................................................................... (1) 

2. The main purpose of this article is to:  

 

A. persuade the reader to support small local stores  

B. encourage the reader to think more about what food they buy  

C. describe what good value ‘Buy One, Get One Free’ offers are  

D. complain about the high cost of living and the price of food     

.................................................................................................................................................... (1) 

3. ‘If supermarkets wrote the cost per kilo or per litre beside EVERY item.’ 

Why is ‘EVERY’ in capitals? 

A. to show it is an abbreviation 

B. to show emphasis 

C. to show it is additional information 

D. to show it is a name         

.................................................................................................................................................... (1) 

4. Which two of these quotations from the text are examples of informal language? 

 

A. ‘In the UK we waste £12 billion worth of food a year.’ 

B. ‘Most of us are easily taken in when we think we are getting a bargain.’ 

C. ‘I go to several local stores instead of doing one big weekly supermarket 

shop.’ 

D. ‘But are we really getting value for money?’ 

E. ‘Surely, we should be able to buy our shopping without all this hassle!’ 

.................................................................................................................................................... (2) 

 



 

Mark Scheme 

Question number Answer Mark 

1a Award 1 mark for correctly identifying an alternative 

word or phrase for attractive that keeps the meaning of 

the quotation the same. 

 

Accept any other appropriate word or phrase (1) 

(1) 

 

Question number Answer Mark 

1b Award 1 mark for correctly identifying an alternative 

word or phrase for bargain that keeps the meaning of 

the quotation the same. 

 

Accept any other appropriate word or phrase (1) 

(1) 

 

Question number Answer Mark 

2 B encourage the reader to think more about what food 

they buy  

(1) 

 

Question number Answer Mark 

3 B to show emphasis 

 

(1) 

 

Question number Answer Mark 

4 B ‘Most of us are easily taken in when we think we are 

getting a bargain.’ 

E ‘Surely, we should be able to buy our shopping without 

all this hassle!’  

(2) 

 


